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MEMO: Member meetings at Oak Tree in Woodland

Be there Thursday, April 15th at 7 PM

Speaker, Todd Olson of Pacific Corp, will be discussing the Lewis River Aquatic Project

Bring some cash, we’ll be raffling a Lamiglas Rod!

NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MAY 20- Speaker: Josh Holowitz

Featured in this Issue:

May 1st is fast approaching,
make sure you have reserved your
seat for the annual banquet and auc-
tion. The 2010 fundraising efforts
have been challenging, but we have
a great committee, and they plan to

$ make this year successful. However

$ to be successful we need our Fish

First members to buy out the room,

- s 1 so invite your friends to come and enjoy the event with
D D BN G us.

( # - / ) We have a lot of the same items up for auction, Mex-

? ) ico Villa, guided fishing trips, Mariner tickets, rods,

’ O 1 g 2 - reels, and a couple new items such as first class airline

tickets to anywhere in the United States, and a tour of
a private museum. So, come prepared to spend money,
PLEASE! and have a good time, all for a good cause.
. . Please make every effort to support the businesses
!
We need those auction donations! that support Fish First, and let them know
you appreciate their donation. | can't stress this enough,

Anything fish related Collectables it could make the difference of whether they give us a
Jewelry Gift basket themed donation.

Gift certificates e Chocolate

» Carwash * Meat If you need to contact me:

> Restaurants - Sporty Cindy Moss call (360) 225-8476 or (360) 910-2801,
*  Shopping *  Scented email mikemoss1045@comcast.net , or | will be at the
= Guided trips = All camouflage next general meeting.

e Vacation spots » Romance

* Espresso * Automotive Fish First needs a boat!

Kids stuff 3-4 5 - 4 6
Furniture DEADLINE APRIL 21 ’

Art # -# 7 - 8
Sports items 3 , # o, I BE 64 9




Be a volunteer! Come to a membership mtg. and ask how you can help!

NET PENS, NUTRIENTS & EGG BOXES
DAN BALCH
Net Pen Chairman

We turned 75,000
spring Chinook loose at
Echo net pen this March
9th at 9 AM. All nets
pens were washed and
placed back in pen for
March 16th arrival of
60,000 summer steel
head. It only took 3
hours with the help of:
Don Stephens, Bob Krueger, Dan Brown, Greg Glass, Jerry
Brown (the guide), Dave Bowden, Richard Potenski, Roy
Pickner, Karen Dodds and Dan Balch. Karen took some pic-
tures of the action and activities.

On March 16th at Echo, Alan Fulcer, Bob Schnieder, Roy
Pickner, Dave Bowden, Jerry Brown (the guide) and DFW
Dwayne Fossen put 8 loads of summer steelhead into 4 pens.
We’ll be feeding them until April 14th. They will be ready to
be turned loose on April 17th or 18th.

Also on March 16th, at Speelyai, Danny Balch Jr. took
Dan’s boat to Speelyai with Greg Glass, Don Lewis, Don
Stephens, Bob Krueger and Richard Potenski. They pumped
8 truck loads of fish to Echo pens and put 5 net and covers at
Speelyia hatchery. This process overall took about 8 hours.

THE KIDS ARE INVOLVED!
The following are some excerpts from the La Center High
School Project Study Post. Fish First is a proud supporter of
these kid’s hard work!

NUTRIENT ENCHANCEMENT

On March 30th, Derryk Campbell and Dan Balch hauled
dead frozen fish at Lewis River 205 to Rotchey site, 227 to
Malinski Pond, 240 todoty, 222 to Shimno Bridge.Total of
894 Fish. It took 10 hours and 245 miles traveled.

On March 31st, Derryk Campbell and Dan Balch worked
on a block of frozen fish all froze together. A total of two
pickup loads and 7 hours were needed to haul 399 total fish.
Houghton Creek received 40, Kinner Creek 118, Stable
Creek had 80, Hayes Creek was 161. These are all egg box
sites. Additional fish were fed at Echo pens.

Questions? Call Dan Balch 225-7388.

Salmon Restoration

By: James Laird and David Madsen

Our salmon restoration project has been going very
smoothly. Our RSI station has held up throughout the winter.
Just recently we put approximately 1000 Coho salmon eggs
in our RSI. Out of all of them about 20 were lost by way of
death. Also we threw about 800 live Coho and Steelhead into
the stream, Brezee Creek. The Coho ranged anywhere from 2
-6 inches long. Our expert that was there with us, Jim Byrnes
from the department of fisheries told us the fish would stay
in the stream and Lewis River for a year or so before they
start heading out towards the ocean.

The creek was barricaded by many sticks, vines and
over growth. We cleared out the creek so the fish would have
a path with the least resistance. We also laid hay all over the
site to rid of the mud and clay so that it may be safe for the
public to reach. Our point man for this whole project is Les
Greear from Fish First. He supplied us with 20+ bails of hay
to spread at the site. He has also helped us with various other
tasks regarding our salmon restoration project.

Now we just wait and check on the fish daily or every other
day. We have to check up on the fish because silt and sedi-
ment will build up in the RSI and suffocate the fish. The RSI
is set up with a valve to drain the tank and a valve to open
the tank. When one of us checks on it we empty the tank out
two or three times to make sure to get a good majority of the
sediment out.

At this stage in the project we just wait and check up on
the fish until they mature enough to leave. Then the Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife will come in and remove the fish
from our RSI and put them into another water body. The
reason for this is the fish aren’t native to this part of the river,
and doing so will protect the native gene pool. Hence, the
reason we hand tossed 800 live Coho into the stream.

About Project Study

By: Sam Marlo and Avery Ritter

(La Center High School Students)
This is the second year of Project Study’s existence. We are
an environmental based class that focuses mainly on environ-
mentally sound projects. CONTINUED ON PAGE 3




(Project Study continued...)

We range from recycling to gardening, but whichever project
we take on we try to integrate in other parts of school such as
literature, social studies and most important, the basis of our
class, environmental science. Right now we are involved in
the restoration of Salmon runs to our very own part of the
Lewis River in La Center. This project will carry on in the
years to come and will hopefully prove to be successful. An-
other project that we have been planning and waiting for is
the construction of raised bed gardens right outside of our
class. It is environmental in its ways of being sustained. We
have begun a compost bin with the use of red worms which
will create a very fertile soil. We also intend to create a sys-
tem of rain barrels which will catch the natural rainfall and
supply us with an adequate amount of water. This garden
will bring beauty and life to a neglected strip of land between
our portable and the schools main building. We try to find an
array of many types of projects with whoever would like our
help. All we are trying to do is lend a helping hand and do
something useful for ourselves and others. We may be small
but someday we will have a very large impact on our sur-
rounding community.

Bob and Ryan Schmidt, owners of Mack’s Lure Co. with a
nice double using The King Wedding Ring and Herring

(photo submitted by Jerry Brown, Kingfisher Adventures)

Project Updates
By Board Member Dick Dyrland

West Daybreak 90% Design Project: The assessment
report of the lower East Fork has been completed by Dr.
Frank Reckendorf and sent out to the West Daybreak Work
Group. He is now working on the main channel design while
Dick Dyrland is working up the design of the 3 side-
channels. We will be meeting with the Work Group later
this month to wrap up the design and apply for a “build
grant.” His work is also being used to help out on the “Dean
Creek-Clark County-Becker Property” channel design on the
lower East Fork where the river flows out from the old
Ridgefield Pits. Project Updates continued on page 4

GUIDES
CORNER

Jerry A Brown,
JBKingfisher
Guide Service

- | Springer Update

The springer fish-

—ing hasn't picked
up much since last month. Still getting 2 to 6 bites per trip on
the Columbia. As of March 28th the Columbia has started to
rise and get a bit more color to the water. This will force a
change in depths you fish and the presentation. We were
getting most of our fish on red lable size herring, that will
change now to using the next sizes up, greens whole or plug
cut blue lable herring. The day the river went up I got all 4 of
our fish on the 2 rods with the flashers above the herring
using whole green lables. The back 3 rods with red lables
never got a bite. The fish where in about 4 feet less water
then they had been. Also try dying your herring with char-
treuse bait dye by Pro Cure and start to add more scents to
your baits. You will also want to try anchoring up with
Macks Lure Prawn Spinners and Kwikfish rapped with sar-
dines. Before the river rose we where getting fish in 25 to 40
feet of water, you will want to move a few feet shallower
now that the water flow is higher and muddier. The fishing
should get better now that we have more flow in all the riv-
ers, this will move the fish that have been holding in the
lower river. Remember to get your Columbia River permit
with your new fishing license for 2010.

Good luck and stay safe.
Jerry A. Brown-Kingfisher Adventures

Kingfisher Adventures - Guide Service
360-518-1803
www.jbkingfisher.com




Project Updates continued....

Dean Creek-Clark County-Becker Property Co-op Pro-
ject with Tony Meyer Group —Lower Columbia Fish En-
hancement Group (LCFEG):

Dean Swanson and Dick Dyrland met with Tony Meyer and

Ed McMillan on the site to discuss ways to protect the seri-
ously eroding bank of the East Fork and to restore the large
pool that was being lost to sedimentation.

Manly Road Creek (Arabs) Project Status: Coho and
Steelhead fry have begun hatching from spawned adults.
Dave Brown also put in about 1000 smolts from the previous
year that had been rescued from the new channel as backup.
Ameri-Corp will help us put in 3 large beaver bypass pipes
using existing black 12 inch pipe from the Lewis River
Ridge project.

Jackson Project-Cedar Creek: We will be going out with
the Jacksons next week if the weather holds to get a project
size and cost assessment for that key reach of Cedar Creek
below Amboy. The project reach is about three fourths of a
mile long and is key habitat for Chinook, coho, and steelhead
but has deteriorated considerably.

FISH FIRST
PO BOX 1505
WOODLAND, WA 98674

“Thank you” Bob’s Paint Land!

Fish First gives a heartfelt “thanks” to Bob’s Paint Land
in Vancouver for their gracious donation of 5 gallons of
paint. We will be using this to spruce up our rather
weathered looking freezer.

Www.bobspaintland.com

1501 NE 99th St
Vancouver, WA 98665
(360) 573-7133

Contacts:

Jerry Sauer, Membership Chairman, 360-607-1646
Harry Bresnahan, Membership meetings, 360-225-9836
Jerry F. Brown, Newsletter Editor, 360-600-8559
Cindy Moss, Banquet Chair, 360-225-8476



