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MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Thursday Feb. 19
th
 7 p.m. at The Oak 

Tree Restaurant in Woodland. 

Erik Linde, fishing guide will present 

a program  

Other Fish First Meeting Dates 
 

March 19, 2009 

April 16, 2009 

May 21, 2009 

 

On the Internet: www.fishfirst.org 

We have videos of Fish First work on 

the East Fork of the Lewis up and 

available for viewing.   
 

Jerry Sauer, Membership Chairman, 360-607-1646 

Harry Bresnahan, Membership meetings 360-225-9836 

Jerry Brown, Newsletter Editor 360-600-8559  

 

 

 

 
 

Gary Loomis 
 

Thoughts on Salmon Stimulus 
With the Federal Economic Stimulus Act the major 
topic receiving attention across the United States, it is 
aparent we are taking a leap of faith and that no one, 
not the President or Congress knows for sure if it will 
work. Nonetheless somewhere around $800 billion will 
be spent.  
 
I can’t help but think of $10 billion spent in the last 15 
years on Salmon and ‘experts’ thought it would work.  
The Salmon are worse off than they were 15 years 
ago.   The problem was we didn’t fully understand the 
problem and listened to ‘experts’ tell us it was habitat 
and the dams. No one seriously considered 
commercial over harvest with zero selective harvest. 
 
We have 15 years of clipped adipose fins on hatchery 
fish which allows sportsmen to release non-clipped fish 
unharmed but commercial fisherman cannot with their 
gill nets.  Decades ago they did have selective harvest 
methods and they legislated those methods out of 
existence including fish wheels, beach seines and 
traps. How ironic those things are illegal when they 
would permit selective harvest but gill nets that are 
non-selective are legal. 
 
Until we are able to get rid of gill nets which are the 
main tool of the commercial fishermen we will not be 
able to use the billions of dollars in habitat 
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( Gary’s Column continued.)  

improvement done in the last 15 years because the 
fish cannot get up the river. 
 
The picture is not totally bleak however. Two things 
give me encouragement. One is CCA which, after an 
organizing period is now enjoying some success but 
we need even more members.  Second is that some of 
the tribes are seeing the damage of gill nets and 
moving toward selective harvest. They are pushing us 
toward selective harvest as well.  There is an 
interesting and informative letter from the Colville tribe 
elsewhere in this issue of FF News. I encourage you to 
read it. You may see the Tribes in a different light. 

____________________________________ 
 

NET PENS AND NUTRIENTS 
 

 
 

Dan Balch 
Net Pens Chairman 

 
Dan Balch Net Pen Chairman 

Nutrients 
Approximately 3,200 Silver Salmon carcasses have 
been put into the two freezers. On January 16

th
 I got 

the last three carcasses at Merwin hatchery. Silver 
season is over. 
We will probably start putting some carcasses by egg 
boxes around February 15

th
 and will keep adding 

nutrient to egg box areas until May 15
th
 or so.  Ed 

Wickersham’s crew will get approximately 300 fish of 
what is in the freezers for the East Fork of the Lewis 
River. That leaves Fish First with 2900 Silver 
carcasses. This is the most we’ve ever frozen in the 
last ten years, but its about the same number of fish 
we received last year from the Hatchery.  We were 
able to deliver more carcasses to nutrient dump sites 
last year by this time. Too much snow this year to be 
able to deliver as timely. 
 

Egg Boxes 
The storms and resulting high water meant we had to 
repair egg box sites and access to them as well as 
stock the egg boxes. 
 

 
At the Johnson site I had to build another bridge due to 
the  
(continued on page 4) 
 
 

 
(Editors note: This is the letter referenced in Gary’s 
column. The Colville Tribes are basically saying 
they are cleaning up their act and we need to clean 
up ours. Underlining is editor’s, not author’s. Some 
material deleted because of space limitations.) 

 

TEXT OF ORAL TESTIMONY  

OF JOE PEONE, 

COLVILLE CONFEDERATED 

TRIBES, 

BEFORE THE COLUMBIA 

RIVER COMPACT 

January 29, 2009 
  
 Members and guests of the Columbia River Compact, 
I am Joe Peone, Director of the Fish and Wildlife 
Department of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation.  Thank you for providing my Tribes this 
opportunity to provide formal testimony as a fishery co-
manager.  I am here today to express the Colville 
Tribes’ concerns about a number of harvest 
management issues.   
 
In summary, the Colville Tribes request increased 
monitoring on steelhead and spring Chinook fisheries 
so that the impacts to individual populations of 
endangered upper Columbia River fish in your mixed-
stock fisheries can be better understood.  Secondly, I 
am here to encourage the states to immediately initiate 
research on selective fishing gears for your non-treaty 
commercial fishery on summer Chinook.  And most 

importantly, I am requesting that this Compact start 
planning now for selective recreational fisheries on 
summer Chinook in 2009.   

 

 (continued page 3) 
 

 
  
The Colville Tribes have embarked on a 
comprehensive effort to restore, enhance, and monitor 
this resource in its uppermost habitats, the upper 
Columbia and Okanogan rivers in north central 
Washington.  The Tribes have initiated an in-depth 
research, monitoring and evaluation program, habitat 
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improvements, and the soon to be constructed Chief 
Joseph Hatchery.  This hatchery has been designed to 
rear and release 900 thousand adipose-fin clipped 
spring Chinook and 2 million adipose-fin clipped 
summer/fall Chinook that will be available for harvest in 
all fisheries.  Additionally, and importantly, the Colville 
Tribes have embarked on a well-funded program to 
develop, test and deploy live-capture, fishing gears so 
that we can harvest the substantial majority of our 
ceremonial and subsistence fish (including spring 
Chinook, sockeye, steelhead, and summer Chinook) 
selectively by harvesting the marked hatchery-origin 
fish while releasing wild fish unharmed to propagate 
future generations.    
  
The Colville Tribes will harvest selectively because we 
believe the best available scientific information clearly 
indicates that sufficient escapement of wild fish is 
required to restore and promote the health of 
anadromous salmonid populations and provide the 
broodstock for our hatchery programs.  Further, in 
addition to saving more wild fish, scientists are 
justifying the need to minimize the numbers of 
hatchery-origin fish spawning in the wild to ensure 
viability of the natural populations. 
  
I am here today requesting additional selective 
summer Chinook fisheries because our modeling 
assessments indicate that the Colville Tribes’ selective 
fishing, alone, can not ensure sufficient escapement of 
wild summer Chinook in the face of high ocean and 
river exploitation.  The Colville Tribes’ growing 
selective fishery can not, alone, manage the 
escapement of hatchery-origin Chinook in the 
Okanogan and Columbia rivers.  Greater selective 
harvest is needed now and in the future.   
  
Last year, our first in testing selective fishing gears, the 
Colville Tribes were able to capture 802 summer 
Chinook, retaining 479 hatchery Chinook and releasing 
297 wild Chinook, while killing only 26 wild summer 
Chinook; 25 of the 26 wild Chinook salmon mortalities 
were from tangle nets.  With our beach seine and 
purse seine gears, our direct release survival of wild 
fish was in excess of 99%.  These fish were released 
uninjured with little or no handling, in very vigorous 
condition and with no apparent stress.    
  
The recreational summer Chinook fisheries can also 
adopt selectivity.  The capability is obviously there as 
selectivity has already been adopted and embraced in 
the spring Chinook, coho and steelhead sport 
fisheries.  Research can be initiated in the lower river 
to begin testing commercial gears that can similarly 
harvest the hatchery fish while returning substantially 
greater numbers of wild fish to the escapement.  We 
understand that sampling in the 2008 summer Chinook 
fisheries demonstrated a 69% mark rate in the non-

treaty commercial fishery, a 68% mark rate in the 
treaty tribal fishery and a 60% mark rate in our terminal 
fishery.  We understand monitoring indicated a nearly 
60% mark rate in the 2007 summer Chinook run.  
These are mark rates that are sufficient to justify 
selective fishing...       
  
Our concerns for more selectivity in harvest are not 
based on any issues of harvest allocation, but are 
based on the survival of the Upper Columbia River 
Summer/Fall Chinook.  Our Chinook are subjected to 
ocean and freshwater fisheries designed to take nearly 
70% of the wild adults. These Chinook are also 
subjected to passing through 9 dams with an expected 
kill of over 15% (2% per dam) of the wild adults.  What 
the Tribes do not want to monitor is the eventual 
destruction of these natural populations.  The Colville 
Tribes want to instead monitor increases in population 
viability.  We do not want to subject ourselves or 
anyone else to management of these summer Chinook 
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act. 
  
With the planned escalating levels of non-selective 
summer Chinook fishing, and the Colville Tribes’ plans 
to enhance everyone’s harvest with new production 
from Chief Joseph Hatchery, plus the Yakama Tribes’ 
plans for summer Chinook enhancement, and the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
enhancement plans in the Chelan River, our 
uncoordinated management will, in the absence of 
selective fishing, only spell the demise of the wild 
runs.  We need more selective fishing to avoid a 
serious conservation problem.   
  
The Colville Tribes are also very concerned about the 
level of monitoring in the lower Columbia River 
commercial, recreational, and tribal fisheries.  In 
particular, the inter-dam passage conversion of 
steelhead appears substantially greater than the sum 
of dam passage losses and reported harvest.  Lower 
river fisheries taking endangered Upper Columbia 
River spring Chinook also need greater monitoring to 
assess harvest impacts at the population level.  The 
assumption that all populations are similarly harvested 
at an average harvest rate in mixed-stock fisheries has 
potential impacts that can be disastrous to weak 
populations.  We ask that the Compact seek improved 
monitoring of all lower river fisheries in order to more 
accurately assess impacts at the population level, a 
requirement that is placed upon our headwater 
fisheries and upon the major recovery initiative of the 
federal dams.   
  
Again, in summary I emphasize, that this Compact 
must start managing for the health and viability of the 
summer Chinook populations.  This Compact must 
manage not only for the quantity of escapement, but 
the quality of that escapement – wild fish.  We as 
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salmon managers must begin to use our harvesting 
efforts and methods as a tool to ensure the abundance 
and security of this precious resource.  The Colville 
Tribes believe that harvest management must step up 
now and make a positive contribution to summer 
Chinook viability.  This Chinook run needs more 
selective fishing now.   
 
___________________________________________ 
(Net pens and Nutrients continued) 
Creek changing 125 feet to the east of the old site. 
 
Clinton Englert and Roy Pickner helped put in a bridge 
25 ft. long at the Johnson site and repair the water 
intake line as well as build a new dam at the intake to 
the boxes. It took three of us 6.5 hours to do the job. 
 
The bridge at Houghton blew out. Richard Potenski 
repaired it and had to add 30 more feet of intake pipe 
to get water flow. A couple of days later Clinton, Roy 
and Dan put in new water line and box at Colvin creek.  
In order to get that done We also cleaned up a bike 
trail along the creek to the egg box, cleared with power 
saws and laid pipe line.  We had three trail bikes to 
haul equipment the half mile to the site. It is in a better 
spot now than before. Everybody put in 4 hours on that 
job. 
 
Fish First has received just under 300,000 eggs as of 
January 25

th
 and will have received the rest for a total 

of 460,000 about February 12
th
 or 13

th
. That balance of 

about 160,000 eggs will go to the Johnson, Colvin and 
Davis Creek egg boxes. Mike Moss and Dan Dupree 
picked up 89,000 otolith eggs for Cedar creek egg box 
sites from the Washougal Hatchery.  Mike still has 
411,000 more eggs at Washougal to pick up. 
 
Egg Chairman, Mike Moss 225-8476. 
 
Echo Net Pens 
On January 17

th
 we turned the first 78,000 Spring 

Chinook loose from seven net pens. Those working 
were Mike LaRocco, Dennis Herford, Kevin Cox, Joey 
Sewart, J.R. Hunter, Gordon Ayres, Roy Pickner, Gary 
Loomis, Clifton Englert and Chance, Steven, Danny 
and Dan Balch.  It was about a 3 hour job 
January 20

th
 we put 78,000 more Spring Chinook in 

the Echo Net pens. This was ten truck loads of fish.  
Members present were Tom Golick, Alan Fulcer, Bob 
Lahti, Roy Pickner, Bob Schnieder, Dave Bowden, 
John Barnes, Hteve Harrison, myself and Dwayne 
Fossen a DFW employee.  We started at 7 a.m. and 
were home by 1:30 We will be turning them loose in 
March and moving Steelhead from Speelyai pens 
down to Echo pens for about 6 weeks of feeding. We 
will only get about 64,000 Summer Steelhead this 
year. 
Chairman, Dan Balch 225-7388 

 
Kent Berry named FF Project Manager  

 
L. Kent Berry of Battleground, a long time Fish First 
member who has been active in various areas of Fish 
First including the auction, was named Feb. 6

th
 by the 

Board of Directors to be the FF Project Manager. 
 
The Project Manager is responsible for managing 
habitat projects including soliciting grants, executing 
the project plan developed by the Stream Team, 
assuring compliance with the grants and that all 
permits are in order, making sure reimbursement 
requests are timely and doing necessary follow up 
work. 
 
Berry has construction experience and is a CPA.  
__________________________________________ 

 
2009 Auction News by Cindy Moss 

 
This year the annual banquet and auction will be held 
on May 2. The committee is meeting on a regular 
basis, and we welcome any who want to join us. A 
request for donations has been sent to past 
participants. We need new donors, if you know of a 
possible contact, let me know, Cindy Moss (360) 225-
8476 or by e-mail mikemoss1045@comcast.net.  A 
collection of wine is being accepted for our wine barrel, 
last year this was a successful auction item. Bring your 
favorite bottle of wine to the next monthly meeting, and 
we'll get in the barrel. Mark your calendar for May 2, 
and let's have another great year for fish. 
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This coupon is printed with permission of the management of Sportsman’s Warehouse, Vancouver, WA. and 
is printed in the FF News as advertising for them in recognition of their support for Fish First. We encourage 
FF members to patronize Sportsman’s Warehouse and present this gift certificate when making purchases 
over $50. Be sure to tell them you appreciate their support of Fish First.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


