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Calendar of Events for  

Fish First 

 

Members meeting Thursday May 17th, 

Oak Tree Restaurant 

Woodland , WA 7pm 
Meeting Program: Dave Brown will speak on his fish 

rescue program. There will be a drawing for a fishing 

rod. 

 
Member Meetings 

Always on 3rd Thursday 7 p.m.,  
 Oak Tree Restaurant, Woodland, WA 

Oak Tree is at Exit 21 off I-5 
North bound I-5 take Exit 21 and it’s straight ahead when 

you hit the stoplight 
Southbound I-5 Woodland Exit and follow frontage road to 

stoplight, left and under the overpass 

Future Meeting Dates: 

Summer Break June-Aug 
September 18,  2008 

October 16, 2008 
November 20, 2008 
December 18, 2008 

On the Internet: www.fishfirst.org 
 

Contacts:  John DiVittorio, Executive Director   
360-713-7460 
Jerry Sauer, Membership Chairman, 360-607-1646 
Harry Bresnahan, Membership meetings 360-225-9836 
Jerry Brown, Newsletter Editor 360-600-8559  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FISHING DERBY 

Jerry Sauer, Membership Chairman is also heading up the 
Kids Fishing Derby June 7th at Merwin. He needs a few 

volunteers who love to have fun. 360-607-1646 

 
Karen Dodds, Banquet Chairman 

We had a great time. It was a sellout crowd that from all 
indicators really enjoyed itself and helped FF to a gross of 
about $95,000. After our expenses including the dinners, FF 
should net about $76,000 for the fish.  You bet we’ll be back 
next year in early May. 
 
 

 continued on page 3 
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“We’re Finally Beginning To Get It” 
 

 
By Gary Loomis, Fish First Founder 

 
If, like me, you’ve wondered why nothing we do is working 
the way we want to bring back the salmon it’s because 
we’ve been pointing the finger at secondary causes not the 
main cause.  Billions of tax dollars are spent where the 
recovery main problem isn’t and that keeps the focus off the 
main problem. 
 
I recently had the pleasure of speaking to a group of outdoor 
writers and asked if any of them could name the four H’s of 
the fish decline. Of course all of them named Hydroelectric 
(dams) and some named Habitat and and Hatcheries. 
Harvest was furthest down on the list. Seems like it’s 
furthest down on many lists including those responsible for 
fish recovery. 
   
In my book, dams aren’t good for the fish but they are 
mainly a problem now because so much blame is put on 
them as the main problem when they are not the main 
problem.  This misplaced attention detracts from the biggest 
problem. 
 
Likewise, poor habitat is a problem but not the main 
problem. There are so few fish returning to our streams that 
the streams are practically sterile for lack of ocean-derived 
nutrients from spawned-out fish. We’ve got to look at why 
there are not enough fish returning to keep up a nutrient 
level that will feed the young salmon and steelhead before 
they go downstream.     
 
Hatcheries are a problem in several ways but are not the 
main problem.  Hatcheries weren’t constructed to help sport 
fishermen but were built mainly for commercial harvest.  
Hatchery fish decrease the diversity of the gene pool, they 
are disease prone and in short, aren’t a great substitute for 
wild reproduction. 
 
Stay with me.  I am getting to the main reason for fish 
decline.  We had significant decline from at least the 1980s 
on and by 1993 the fish returns in our North Fork of the 
Lewis tanked.  In a few short years we went from a few 
thousand Steelhead taken to hundreds and then to less than a 
hundred. Salmon declined in a similar way.  You remember 
closed seasons for Springers and for Fall Chinook on the 
North Fork. We are facing a closed season for Fall Chinook 

this year. The same decrease happened all along the 
Columbia and rivers on the West Coast 
 
Here is the important part, look at the fish harvest trend in 
Alaska in the years that we had such a disastrous decline:  

• In the 1970s about 50 million per year were taken 

• In the 1980s 90 million per year were taken 

• In the 1990s 150 million per year were taken 

• Now the estimate is 212 million per year are taken  

• And these are Alaskan figures.  Above the 33rd 

parallel (roughly Southern California) an estimated 

450,000,000 were taken in Pacific waters.   

Can anyone believe that there is not a connection between 
the harvest numbers increasing to nine times the 1970s 
harvest levels and the decline of returning fish to our rivers?  
 
Can anyone believe that we can sustain this level of harvest 
without making the salmon extinct?   
 
Much of this harvest removes fish that would return to our 
rivers if they were not taken in commercial harvest.  
 
If the harvest were cut back to the 1980s levels of 90 to 100 
million fish there could be an additional 100 million fish 
coming back to rivers.  A lot of those would be in our West 
Coast States and a lot of those would be coming back to the 
Columbia River.   
 
Just think for a minute about even 5% of that number, five 
million fish, entering the Columbia and its tributaries.  
Hatcheries would not be needed.  Habitat would largely 
restored because of an increased nutrient level and dams and 
reservoirs couldn’t hold back all those fish.  Sure there 
would be significant mortality but there would be salmon 
like we’ve never seen in the last 40 years. 
 
Sales of the Alaska Harvest were a reported $374 million 
dollars. That’s just a $1.96 per salmon.  Those fish are a 
resource that belongs to all the people.  A large percent of 
that overharvest is sold overseas.  The money goes to just a 
few. Meanwhile, sales of commercially harvested fish in 
California, Oregon and Washington totaled a paltry $4 
million dollars.  To put that in perspective it’s one percent of 
the Alaska harvest earnings, plus there are hundreds of 
business you never hear about in the three salmon states that 
generate sales in excess of $4 million annually. 
 
In the meantime your tax dollars and mine paid out $54 
million to coastal commercial fishermen because there were 
no fish to harvest.  We are also paying Billions in tax dollars 
for fish restoration and just signed a deal with Native 
American tribes to spend what will be over one billion  
dollars. It’s largely wasted money when the fish are being 
killed in the ocean by commercial overharvest. (go to p.3)  
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Spending that kind of tax money in the rivers is criminally 
insane.  Worse, it fools us into thinking the problem and 
solutions are in our rivers and in our habitats.  To paraphrase 
a recent President:  “It’s the harvest Stupid.”  Those fifty 
outdoor writers must become the vanguard and spread the 
word and educate other writers, fishermen and the public 
about the main problem of overharvest.  In turn the public 
must rebel and end the ocean over harvest. Then perhaps the 
money we will spend on rivers, dams and habitat can do 
some good. 

 

Board Restructured, Positions Open 
John DiVittorio, Executive Director 

 

 
The Fish First board has taken the opportunity created by the 
resignation of the current executive director to expand the 
management capabilities of the organization to strengthen 
program planning, grant funding and the governance of 
operations.  While Gary Loomis will continue to hold the 
role of founder, positions for a president, two vice presidents 
and a chief financial officer are open.  Descriptions of these 
positions follow. 
 
The purpose of the presidency is to integrate and prioritize 
the program recommendations of vice-presidents while 
ensuring that funded programs are aligned with the mission 
of Fish First and achieve results efficiently.  The president 
will serve as chairman of the board, responsible for running 
board meetings and making program recommendations to 
the board.  This person will also manage a paid 
administrative assistant who will assist all the officers of the 
organization. 
 
There will be two vice-president positions.  One will be 
responsible for habitat restoration programs and the other for 
all other operations.  The purpose of each vice-presidency is 
to manage the overall program selection, planning and 
execution of projects.  Managers of existing programs such 
as egg boxes, nutrient enhancement, etc will remain in their 
positions. 
 
The purpose of the financial position is to create and manage 
the annual budget and cash-flow management plans for the 
organization.   
 
If you are interested in joining the Fish First board and 
filling one of these volunteer positions, contact John 
DiVittorio (360-713-7460). 

NET PEN AND NUTRIENT REPORT 

 

 
 

Dan Balch, Chairman Net Pens and Nutrients 

 

April 15th: We released 60,000 steelhead from the Echo Net 
Pens on the North Fork of the Lewis R., cleaned the nets, 
repaired any holes and put the nets back in place for the 17th 
when more fish would be coming in. 
Those working on the 15th included Marshall Allen, Dave 
Bowden, Alan Fulcer, Dennis Frantz, Roy Pickner, Bob 
Schneider, Toni Harms from he hatchery, Myself and Ryan 
Jahn and Craig Shubin, two students from Hudson Bay High 
School who are working on a project for credit.  
 

 
After putting the boat away Jahn, Shubin and I went to the 
freezer and loaded 80 frozen fish. We put 25 at the 
Houghton Creek egg box site, 25 at stable and 30 at the 
Kinnion egg box site. 
April 17th: We started at 7 a.m. at the Echo Net Pens and 
setup pipe for eight truckloads of Summer Steelhead from 
Skamania Hatchery on the Washougal River. There were 
about 60,000 fish loaded into the pens. Workers included 
students Jahn and Shubin, Tom Golick, Alan Fulcer, Dennis 
Frantz, Richard Potenski, Roy Pickner, Toni Harms and 
Dwayne Fossen from the hatchery and myself.  
May 12: We will have turned Kokanee loose at Speelyai 
Boat Launch beginning at 9 a.m., washed the nets down and 
taken them to the Speelyai Hatchery. 
May 15th: 9a.m. we’ll be turning loose Steelhead in six net 
pens at the Echo site, washing down nets and taking them to 
Gary Loomis’ place where they will be put in a solution of 
iodine and water and then stretched out to dry by the storage 
shed. 
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FF Thanks it’s Elected Friends 
By Dick Dyrland, Chief Hydrologist 

We want to express our appreciation to State Representative 
Deb Wallace for all the continued support she has given Fish 
First over the last six months.  Deb has met repeatedly with 
Fish First Staff Members to receive briefings on our issues 
and concerns.  She has made phone calls and had meetings 
with WA F&W management in Olympia trying to resolve 
our concerns, get permits for projects, and remove 
bureaucratic barriers that slow down our restoration 
programs and projects. Deb has also reached out to members 
of both parties to urge them to support our efforts. 
  
We want to equally thank State Senator Joe Zarelli who is 
very active in supporting the sport fishing community in 
southwest Washington and particularly Fish First.  Joe has 
been instrumental in obtaining the support of both 
Democratic and Republican Legislators to obtain special 
state funding for one of our key projects on the lower East 
Fork Lewis River.  He has also brought WA F&W top 
management officials from Olympia down to our area so 
that we could discuss permitting and project issues face-to-
face, as well as reviewing projects on the ground.  Joe has 
made it clear that our projects are important and deserve the 
proper review and support from our state agencies involved 
in natural resources and particularly the fisheries 
management program. 
______________________________________________________ 
 

PROJECTS READY FOR SUMMER CONSTRUCTION 

• Edwards 
This project site is upstream from the Doty Project on Cedar 
Creek.  The site is about 2 miles downstream from Amboy, 
WA.  Stream restoration treatments similar to those on the 
Doty Project will be used. 
The purpose of this project is to restore the structure and 
complexity of 1800’ of stream channel.  Because of past 

anthropogenic activities (splash dams, excessive logging and 
grazing) this reach has essentially become a long shallow 
unstable “run” with few riffles or real pools.  There is almost 
no protective cover for all the life stages of salmonids (coho, 
chinook, and steelhead) that once made extensive use of this 
reach. 
Other projects for this summer: 

• Manly Rd. Creek 
The purpose of this project is to enhance salmonid habitat in 
a spring fed tributary of the lower East Fork Lewis River 
that supports the spawning and rearing of Steelhead and 
Coho which are listed species. It has an old man-made pond 
in the middle of the creek just before it enters the East Fork. 
This pond has a porous bottom and dries up in the late 
summer causing the loss of juvenile salmonids.   

• Lewis River Ridge 
The Lewis Ridge project is downstream from Daybreak Park 
across from the Storedahl mine.  The purpose of the project 
is to stabilize the bank to protect several homes and at the 
same time create fish habitat.  The river channel will be 
moved to take stress off the base of the cliff and prevent an 
avulsion into the gravel pits.  Riffles, pools, spawning 
habitat and a huge side channel will be created in the 
process.  This project covers over 2000’ of river and will 
cost in the range of $500,000.  It is funded by the 
homeowners, Clark County, the Clark Conservation District 
and the State of Washington. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


