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Picture: Manly Road Creek Summertime Conditions

Manly Road Cree Project Ready for Construction

The last permit for this project was received recently
from WDFW. Earlier in January, a Corps of Engineers
permit was received as well as a letter from WA
Department of Ecology indicating that a 401 Water
Quality permit would not be required. Since this project
was permitted under the streamlined JARPA process,
no county permitting of fees were required.

This project site is downstream from Daybreak Park on
the “Ibrahim Property” which is now owned by Clark
County.
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‘Gary’s Column

The Big Picture on Harvest

We as taxpayers are paying a staggering sum
to support the two percent of fishermen who
are taking 98 percent of the catch. If all
taxpayers knew how much was being spent
they would be shocked. Over one billion has
been spent on salmon recovery in the
Columbia River alone. So far there has been
precious little return on that billion plus dollars.
Millions more in tax money is spent to support
commercial harvest including the Alaskan
harvest. Some of those fish are Northwest
Salmon. These fish, up to 200 miles out to sea,
are the people’s resource. Commercial
fishermen say they catch the fish for Americans
who do not fish but want to enjoy salmon. My
information is that 95% of the Alaska harvest
was sold overseas. That Alaska catch was
worth between $375 million and $400 million.
While the commercial Alaska catch was a
reported record this year, the sport fishery in
Alaska was the worst in memory. There is an
inescapable relationship between these two
facts. In a phrase, Commercial Overharvest.

(continued on page 3)
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continued from page 1

(Manly Road Creek)

Local fishermen usually refer to this site as the “Arab
House” since some middle-eastern families

bought the property for their children to use while in
college. The home has been abandoned for some
time

The purpose of this project is to enhance salmonid
habitat in a spring fed tributary of the lower East Fork
Lewis River that supports the spawning and rearing
of Steelhead and Coho which are listed species. It
has an old man-made pond in the middle of the creek
just before it enters the East Fork. This pond has a
porous bottom and dries up in the late summer
causing the loss of juvenile salmonids. In the past,
this stream was an important contributor to
maintaining the genetic pool of wild fish in the lower
East Fork. The objective of this project is to convert
the pond back into a stream channel and rebuild this
reach to enable the stream to become productive
again.

The restoration of this reach includes:

e Improving the current channel which has
a clay bottom by adding LWD and gravel.

¢ Reshaping the pond and building a new
channel to eliminate summer de-
watering.

e Lowering the slope of the channel by
increasing the length and sinuosity.

¢ Rebuilding the shape of the channel from
pond exit to the point where it enters the
East Fork Lewis River to restore bank-full
competence.

e Increasing the large woody material and
vegetation along the riparian area.

The project is funded with a Community Salmon
Fund Grant from the Salmon Recovery Funding
Board. The project will be constructed this summer
during the July 15 — September 30 construction
window. The estimated cost of the project is $72,000.

ECHO NET PENS
By Dan Balch

On January 18 we released about 82,000 Spring
Chinook. Losses were less than 300 fish in the six
weeks of feeding preceding the release.

Marshall Allen, Steve Harrison, Greg Glass Toni
Harms and myself spent nine hours at the seven net
pens.

On January 22™ we filled six net pens with 66,000
Spring Chinook. Alan Fulcer, Dennis Frantz, Greg
Glass, Roy Pickner, bob Schneider, Jerry Brown, Allen
Estes, Toni Harms, Kevin Young and myself were
there for five and a half hours.

We will be turning these 66,000 Spring Chinook
loose March 1% at 8:30 a.m. and March 3" we will be
putting 50,000 Steelhead from Skamania Hatchery in
the Echo net pens starting at 7:30

If you want to participate call me at 360-225-7388.

Picture: Echo Park Net Pens, N. Fk Lewis River
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2008
OAK TREE RESTAURANT, WOODLAND WA

CIRCLE YOUR CALENDARS AND PLAN ON BEING THERE.
ADMISSION INCLUDES YOUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP. A
GREAT DINNER, RAFFLES, DRAWINGS AND ALL FOR THE
FISH FIRST PROGRAMS. THIS IS THE ONE BIG GET
TOGETHER AND FUND RAISER OF THE YEAR FOR FF

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. CONTACT KAREN DODDS 360-
263-4963, 360-281-2509 CELL.
KAREN8473@AOL.COM

Meeting Dates and Contact
Information for Fish First
Members meeting Thursday
February 21st, Oak Tree Restaurant
Woodland , WA 7pm

General Membership Meetings
2007-2008

Always on 3" Thursday 7 p.m.,

Oak Tree Restaurant, Woodland, WA
Oak Tree is at Exit 21 off I-5
North bound I-5 take Exit 21 and it’s straight ahead
when you hit the stoplight
Southbound I-5 follow frontage road to stoplight, left and
under the overpass

Meeting Dates:
March 20, 2008
April 17, 2008
May 15, 2008

On the Internet; www.fishfirst.org

Contacts: John DiVittorio, Executive Director
360-713-7460

Jerry Sauer, Membership Chairman, 360-607-1646
Harry Bresnahan, Membership meetings 360-225-9836
Jerry Brown, Newsletter Editor 360-600-8559 for
newsletter ideas

continued from page 1

(Gary’s Column continued from page 1)

Closer to home on the North Fork of the Lewis
River, 85% of the Chinook run is taken by
commercial fishermen. Eighty one percent of those
are caught at sea and another four percent by gill
nets in the Columbia.

We've said it before but it's worth repeating, Fish
First can’t raise enough Salmon to sustain this kind
of overharvest. Something has to give.

Fish First will continue it's mission of restoring
streams and raising and releasing fish in the belief
that partnering with CCA we can turn around the
commercial overharvest and restore the peoples’
resource and have a sustainable wild fish
population.

HELP KIDS FISH
A Call for Fish First VVolunteers
By John DiVittorio

e Event: US Forest Service Fishing Derby

o Date(s): Saturday, June 7, 9 am — 2 pm, Lake
Merwin,

e  Planning meetings start in late March.

Volunteers needed: 1 Coordinator, 8 fisherpersons

Expertise needed: The Coordinator will need to attend 3 or 4
planning meetings with USFS and other participating groups.
The primary responsibility is to round up some volunteers to
help kids fish. Meetings start in March.

The other volunteers will need to be on hand to help kids bait
hooks, cast and land fish.

Contact name: John DiVittorio 360-713-7460
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According to FF Executive Director John DiVittorio “This
is @ major shift from ‘maximum harvest’ to conservation
in managing fisheries.”

The rules adopted Feb 9" by the Commission will mean
more salmon coming up the Columbia because of reduced
incidental catch of endangered species act (ESA) fish by
gill netters.

The rules were adopted after public hearings that featured
a large turnout of sport fishermen who made their voices
heard. FF and CCA members were at the forefront along
with members of other fishing and conservation groups.

Please thank the Legislators who helped put the pressure
on the WDFW commission to make the changes.

Senator Joseph Zarelli,204 Irv Newhouse Bldg. PO Box
40418, Olympia, WA 98504-0418. Ph 360-786-7634
Zarelli_jo@leg.wa.gov

Senator Craig Pridemore, 212 John A Cherberg Bldg,
Olympia, WA 98504-0449 Ph.360-786-7696
pridemore.craig@leg.wa.gov

Senator Mike Hewitt, 314 Legislative Bldg, PO Box

40416 Olympia, WA 98504-0416 Ph360-786-1999
hewitt mi@Ileg.wa.gov

August 07, Nadine Alcala; September 07 Allen Estes,
Phillip Hunter, Bill Kriener, Jim Sundahl; October 07
Linda Estes, Brad Thomas, Eric Thompson, Joe
Thone, Joe Wesseman, Brian Wile, Doug and Carol
Zaharko; December 07 Tim Esary (sponsor member),
Rick Mayeda, Larry Mitchell, Wayne Schniffer; Jan 08
Chris Bell (sponsor member), Larry Hoehne, Brady
McDonald, Kenneth Spring; Feb 08 Redginald Hetrh,
Jeff Witter, Michael Lewis

Welcome. FF not only appreciates your membership
but anticipates your active participation.

Fish First
PO Box 1515
Woodland WA 98674

Legislative addresses Continued:

Representative Ed Orcutt 415 John L. O’Brien Bldg PO
Box 40600, Olympia, WA 98504-0600 360-786-7812,
orcutt_ed@wa.leg.gov

Representative Bruce Chandler, 427B Legislative Bldg,
PO Box 40600, Olympia, WA 98504 Ph360-786-7960

Chandler_br@leg.wa.gov

(email: underline between first and second name. Ex. Brown_jf )
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